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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: a comma should be 
placed after the phrase "with the communications network". Appropriate correction is 
required. 

3. Claim 5 is objected to because of the following informalities: a comma should be 
placed after the phrase "a global printer array". Appropriate correction is required. 

4. Claims 5 and 1 1 are objected to because of the following informalities: a 
semicolon should be removed after the phrase "printer outlets". Appropriate correction 
is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

5. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Gindlesperger (WO 200033223 A1). 
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With respect to claim 1 , Gindlesperger discloses a network addressable device 
( web server 4, not shown, see pg. 16, para. 3) in a communications network (see Fig. 
1A) for printing a document (print goods, e.g., paper forms, booklets, etc., pg. 35, para 
1 ) for a mobile network user ( print buyer 6 , pg. 28, para. 2), comprising: 

(a) a global printer array (a plurality of print vendors 8, pg. 28, para 2) linked with 
the communications network (see Fig. 1 A), the global printer array including a network 
of commercial printer outlets; and 

(b) an assessor ( web site 4 ) linked with the global printer array (a plurality of print 
vendors 8, pg. 28, para 2) and the network user (buyer 6 ), the assessor (web site 4 ) 
implementing a computer program code (standard graphical user interface (GUI), pg. 
20, para 3) for selecting a localized printer from the global printer array (plurality of 
vendors 8, pg. 20, lines 19-24). 

With respect to claim 2, Gindlesperger discloses a network addressable device 
according to claim 1 wherein the assessor (web site 4) receives network user (buyer 6) 
parameters (buyer job attributes (BATTR), pg. 20, lines 14-19) from the network user 
(buyer 6) through the communications network. 

With respect to claim 3, Gindlesperger discloses a network addressable device 
( web server 4, not shown, see pg. 16, para 3) according to claim 1 wherein the 
assessor establishes a localized zone of printer candidates (a vendor selection pool of 
printer candidates, VPOOL, is created, pg. 22, lines 1-6) the localized printer selected 
from the localized zone. 
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With respect to claim 4, Gindlesperger discloses a network addressable device 
( web server 4. not shown, see pg. 16, para. 3) according to claim 1 wherein the network 
addressable device further includes a repository (system database 2, see Fig. 1 A) for 
storing the information used for printing. 

With respect to claim 5, Gindlesperger discloses in a computer system, computer 
program code (standard graphical user interface (GUI) prompts, pg. 20, para. 3) on 
computer readable media (appearing on the particular display of the web site 4, pg. 21, 
para. 1 ) for printing a document for a network user, the computer program code 
comprising: 

Examiner notes that a graphical user interface (GUI) as defined by the "Microsoft 
Press Computer Dictionary" is an environment that represents program codes and other 
software menus for use in performing computer tasks. This GUI is used by both 
buyer(network user) and vendor(print service) via a website (see p. 20, para 3 and p.21 , 
para 1 ). 

(a) a first computer program code for receiving network user parameters (buyer 
job attributes (BATTR), pg. 20, lines 14-19) via a network addressable device (web 
server 4, not shown, see pg. 16, para. 3); 

(b) a second computer program code (standard graphical user interface (GUI) 
prompts, pg. 20, para. 3) for linking the network addressable device ( web server 4, see 
pg. 16, para. 3) with a global printer array (vendor selection pool of printer candidates, 
VPOOL, is created, pg. 22, lines 1-6); 
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c) a third computer program code (standard graphical user interface (GUI) 
prompts, pg. 20, para. 3) for selecting a localized printer from the global printer array 
(BIFBD, input into website 4, also defines criteria SC by which a print vendor will be 
selected from among the plurality of print vendors 8, pg. 21 , para 2); 

(d) a fourth computer program code (standard graphical user interface (GUI) 
prompts, pg. 20, para. 3) for determining the availability of the localized printer (the 
submission of bid data (RBID) indicates the availability of a print vendor to perform a 
custom print job, pg 22, para. 2) with respect to the network user parameters; and 

(e) a fifth computer program code for spooling the localized printer (buyer 6 
sends a VIFB (includes specification for job to be completed) to all vendors that can be 
stored in database 2 until printing after winning the bid, pg. 22, para 2). 

With respect to claim 6, Gindlesperger discloses a computer program code 
according to claim 5 wherein the third computer program code includes: 

(a) a computer program code for establishing a localized zone of printer 
candidates (BATTR can establish a geographical location of the vendors, pg. 21, para 2 
and upon receipt of the APPROVAL from the buyer 6 an ORDER is issued at block 26 
to the winning vendor, and printing is preformed, pg. 23, para. 1); and 

(b) a computer program code for designating the printer candidate at a minimum 
distance from the localized zone to the network user as the localized printer (RFILE list 
can be presented to the buyer 6 in rank order. Bid price is given as an example of 
ranking, and geography (or location) can be used as a ranking attribute, pg. 22, para. 
2). 
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With respect to claim 7, Gindlesperger discloses a computer program code 
(standard graphical user interface (GUI) prompts, pg. 20, para. 3) according to claim 5 
wherein the fourth computer program code includes a computer program code for 
determining whether the localized printer satisfies printer parameters of the network 
user (a function of this example is to match a printing vendor to a print job based on 
requirements input by the print buyer, pg. 28, para 1). 

With respect to claim 8, Gindlesperger discloses a computer program code 
according to claim 5 wherein the fourth computer program code further includes a 
computer program code for determining cost expectations of the network user (the 
lowest price bid is identified as a system default selection and a WINBID information is 
transmitted or otherwise provided to the buyer 6, pg. 23, para 1). 

With respect to claim 9, Gindlesperger discloses a computer program code 
according to claim 5 wherein the fourth computer program code further includes a 
computer program code for determining time expectations of the network user (the 
system can generate a screen alert as to the status of a print vendor performing an 
order at specific time points, pg. 25, para 1). 

With respect to claim 10, Gindlesperger discloses a computer program code 
according to claim 5 wherein the fifth computer program code includes a computer 
program code for displaying the status of the localized printer (the system can generate 
a screen alert as to the status of a print vendor performing an order, pg. 25, para 1 ). 
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With respect to claim 1 1 , Gindlesperger discloses a communications network 
environment, a method for printing a document for a network user, comprising the steps 
of: 

(a) receiving network user parameters (buyer job attributes (BATTR), pg. 20, 
lines 14-19) via a network addressable device ( web server 4, not shown, see pg. 16, 
para. 3); 

(b) selecting a localized printer (a vendor selection pool of printer candidates; 
VPOOL, is created, pg. 22, lines 1-6) from a global printer array (plurality of vendors 8, 
pg, 20, lines 19-24) of the network addressable device with respect to the network user 
parameters; 

(c) determining availability of the selected localized printer (the submission of bid 
data (RBID) indicates the availability of a print vendor to perform a custom print job, pg 
22, para. 2); and 

(d) engaging the localized printer (Upon receipt of the APPROVAL from the 
buyer 6 an ORDER is issued at block 26 to the winning vendor, and printing is 
preformed, pg. 23, para. 1). 

With respect to claim 12, Gindlesperger discloses a method according to claim 
1 1 wherein the step of receiving network user parameters includes the step of receiving 
network user parameters (a buyer 6 inputs, by way of the web site 4, an invitation-for- 
bid data BIFBD, defining a customized good or service in terms of standardized buyer 
job attributes BATTR, pg 20, para. 3) from an Internet communications network (Internet 
614). 
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With respect to claim 13, Gindlesperger discloses a method according to claim 
12 wherein the step of receiving network user parameters includes the step of receiving 
network user parameters from a browser (the print buyer 6 begins its interaction with the 
system by logging onto the system web site 4 using a Netscape or equivalent browser 
and entering attributes (BATTR) for a print job, pg. 29, para. 2). 

With respect to claim 14, Gindlesperger discloses a method according to claim 
1 1 wherein the step of receiving network user parameters includes the step of receiving 
network user parameters from an intranet communications network (a plurality of 
entities having projects to be bid upon 613 are each individually connected to a 
common communication network. An example such as the Internet 614, is given, yet an 
intranet can be used, pg. 17, para 2). 

With respect to claim 15, Gindlesperger discloses a method according to claim 
1 1 wherein the step of selecting a localized printer includes the steps of: 

(a) establishing a localized zone of printer candidates (a vendor selection pool of 
printer candidates, VPOOL, is created, pg. 22, lines 1-6); and 

(b) designating a printer candidate (BATTR can establish a geographical location 
of the vendors, pg. 21 , para 2 and a bidder can be selected on this basis) with a 
minimum distance from the localized zone to the network user as the localized printer. 

With respect to claim 16, Gindlesperger discloses a method according to claim 
1 1 wherein the step of selecting a localized printer includes the step of determining 
whether the localized printer satisfies printer parameters of the network user (a function 
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of this example is to match a printing vendor to a print job based on requirements input 
by the print buyer, pg. 28, para 1). 

With respect to claim 17, Gindlesperger discloses a method according to claim 
16 further comprising the step of displaying status of the localized printer (the system 
can generate a screen alert as to the status of a print vendor performing an order, pg. 
25, para 1). 

With respect to claim 18, Gindlesperger discloses a method according to claim 
1 1 wherein the step of selecting a localized printer includes the step of determining time 
expectations associated with the localized printer (the system can generate a screen 
alert as to the status of a print vendor performing an order at specific time points, pg. 
25, para 1).. 

With respect to claim 19, Gindlesperger discloses a method according to claim 
1 1 wherein the step of selecting a localized printer includes the step of determining 
costs associated with the localized printer (the lowest price bid is identified as a system 
default selection and a WINBID information is transmitted or otherwise provided to the 
buyer 6, pg. 23, para 1). 

With respect to claim 20, Gindlesperger discloses a method according to claim 
1 1 wherein step of selecting a localized printer includes the step of asking whether the 
network user wishes to wait if the localized printer is unavailable. 
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Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented In 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See IVIPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas J. Lett whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7464. The examiner can normally be reached on 7-3:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly A. Williams can be reached on 571-272-7471 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





